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"FATHER FORGIVE THEM FOR THEY KNOW NOT Vv11AT THEY DO" 
----------------------
On Good Friday 1500 years ago Bishop Ambrose ascended his pulpit in the 
Cathedral of Milan and addressed his congregation in the following words: "I 
find it impossible to speak to you today. The events of Good Fr~day are too 
great for human words. Vihy should I speak while my Saviour is ~ilent and dies?" 
Every preacher of the Cross has had this experience, especially when he compares 
the weakness of his awn words with the majesty and power of the seven short 
sentences which our Lord spoke in the six hours from nine o'clock in the morn-
ing until three o'clock in the afternoon. With these seven words we enter the 
Holy of Holies of the plans of God for men. 
We have come to watch e. man die. Because we love ~im our watching is 
hard. We hang upon Kis last words and carry them in remembering hearts. What 
does ~e saywlo is now dying for the sin of the world? 
"FATHER FORGIVE THEM FOR THEY KNOW NOT 'WHAT THEY DO". Like lightning 
his first word strikes directly into the heart of all the troubles of mankind. 
Once more the weary head goes up under the crown of thorns, a cry echoes out 
over the cr.ow~ and the world hears a dying man point to the reason for death: 
"FATHER FORGIVE THEM FOR THEY KNOW NOT WHAT THEY D0'1 • This first word from the 
Cross echoed back through the long corridors of time. It reached into a garden 
in the cool of the day. It recalled the dark memory of man's fall and the bright 
promise: "And I will put enmity between thee and the woman. and between thy 
seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head. and thou shalt bruise his heel". 
This was ncrw the end of that solemn pledge. God was now working out the plan 
oonceived in the garden and worked out in a mangerJin another garden and on a 
Cross. Here was God coming to the hearts of men. calling them by nwme and bring-
ing them the greatest treasure the heart of God can give -- the forgiveness of 
sins and peace with Him. 
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